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1 ASEAN Patent Examination Co-operation (ASPEC) 

 

 
 

1.1    TheASEAN PatentExaminationCo-operation(ASPEC)isthefirstregional 
patentcooperationproject.Itis aprogrammeforIPOfficesfromparticipating ASEAN 
memberstates(“AMS”) toutilisethesearch andexamination(“S&E”) 
resultsfromanother participatingAMSIPOfficeasreferenceinits ownS&E work. 

 

 
 

1.2    There are 9 participating AMS IP Offices and they are from Brunei 
Darussalam,Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailandand VietNam. 

 

 
 

1.3    TheparticipatingAMSIPOfficemayconsidertheS&Edocumentsitreceives 
undertheASPEC. Itisnotobligedto adopt any ofthefindingsorconclusions 
reachedby the otherIPOffice. ItwillproceedwithandconcludeitsS&Ework aswell 
asdecideon whethertograntthe patent inthe mannerthatisin 
accordancewithitsnational laws. 

 

 
 

1.4 Theobjectives oftheprogrammeare: 
 

 
 

Reducedworkandfasterturnaroundtime. Referencetoearlierwork 
couldhelp an examiner todevelophis searchcriteria or strategy more 
quickly,reducesearching and/or assistthe examinertounderstandthe 
claimedinventionfaster.Fasterprosecutionofthepatentapplicationis, 
therefore,possible. 

 

 
 

Bettersearchandexamination–Theotherpatentauthoritiesmight haveaccess 
todatabases unavailabletothe examiner(e.g.specific technical databases, 
local databases,databasesin otherlanguages). Therefore, the opportunity  
to refer to these search and  examination resultscouldprovidetheexaminer 
withinformationonandassessmentof prior artwhichheor shewould otherwise 
nothave accessto. 

 

 
 

2 Date of Commencement 
 

 
 

Theprogrammecommencedon15Jun2009andwasrevisedon15April 
2012.Itwill continueto bereviewedregularly. 
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3 Requirementfor requestingASPEC 

 

 
 

3.1    ThepatentapplicationintheparticipatingAMSIPOfficewheretheASPEC 
RequestFormis filed(“secondIPOffice”),hasacorrespondingpatent 
applicationintheotherparticipatingAMS IPOffice(“firstIPOffice”).The 
ASPECRequestreliesonS&Edocumentsofthiscorrespondingapplication. 
ApatentapplicationinthefirstIPOfficeisa corresponding applicationifitis linkedby 
aParisConventionpriorityclaimtothe patent applicationinthe secondIPOffice,and 
vice-versa,orthepatentapplicationsinboththe firstIP OfficeandsecondIP 
Officehavethesamepriority claimfromanotherParis Conventionmember 
country.Thediagramsbelowshowthetypesof corresponding patent 
applicationsand furtheriftheASPECRequestFormis filedwithDIP-KH. 

 
Typesofcorrespondingpatentapplications 
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Claims priority 
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Type1:TheSingapore(SG)application validlyclaimspriorityfromtheMalaysia(MY) 
application.TheASPEC Request isfiledinSingaporeandSingaporeexaminersmayrefer 
tothesearchandsearchandexaminationresultsoftheMalaysiaapplication. 

 
 

(claimingpriority)PH  

(S&E results) 
 
SG (corresponding 

"secondIPOffice" "firstIPOffice" 
application) 

 

 
 

Type2:BoththeSingapore(SG)applicationandthePhilippines(PH)application validly 
claimspriority fromtheAustralia(AU)application. TheASPECRequestisfiledin 
PhilippinesandPhilippinesexaminers may refertothesearchandexamination resultsof 
thePhilippinesapplication. 

 

AU 
 

(claimingpriority) (claimingpriority) 
 
 

PH 
"secondIPOffice" 

(S&Eresults) SG 
"firstIPOffice" 

(corresponding
application) 
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3.2    AlldocumentsforthepurposesofASPECmustbeinEnglish.Anoverviewof 
therequirementsand procedures forrequesting ASPECin theparticipating AMS 
IP OfficescanbefoundintheAnnex. 

 

 
 

4 Proceduresfor requestingASPEC 
 

 
 

4.1    ThepatentapplicantistofileadulycompletedASPECRequestForminthe second 
IPOffice anditshall be accompaniedbythefollowingdocuments: 

 

(a) acopyofthesearchreportandtheexaminationreport(“minimum 
documents”) ofacorrespondingapplication from thefirstIPOffice,and 

 

(b) acopyoftheclaims referredtointheminimumdocumentssubmitted. 
 

 
 

A copyoftheformcanbe obtainedat: http://www.mih.gov.kh and  
http://www.cambodiaip.gov.kh/. 

 

 
4.2    TheASPECRequestFormmaybeaccompaniedbyaclaimcorrespondence 

tableshowingrelatednessoftheclaims examinedinthecorresponding 
applicationtotheclaimsinthecurrent application,acopy ofthewritten opinion(s) 
andthelistofprior art,ifavailable(“additionaldocuments”). 

 

 
 

4.3    TheASPECRequestFormandthedocumentsreferredtoinparagraphs4.1 
and4.2aretobefiledonthesamedayasfilingtheRequestforaGrantof 
PatentsForm,Request forEarly PublicationorResponseto Formality 
ExaminationReport. 

 

 
 

4.4   Foravoidanceofdoubt,acopy ofthepatentgrantwithoutthe minimum documents will 
notqualify for theASPEC. 

 

 
 

4.5 All subsequentcorrespondenceswithDIP-KHmustbemarkedwiththe 
phrase“ASPECrequested”. 

 

 
 

5 Cited documents 
 

 
 

Acopy ofeach ofthedocumentscitedin theminimumdocumentsis not required at 
the time of filingtheASPECRequestForm.  DIP-KH may, 
however,requiretheapplicanttofurnishacopy ofany documentcitedinthe 
minimum documents subsequently. 
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6 Translations 
 

 
 

6.1    The documents in paragraph 4 must be accompanied by an English 
translationifthey are not originally inEnglish,atthetimeof filingtheASPEC 
RequestForm. 

 

 
 

6.2 The documents in paragraph 5 may be filed in their original language. 
However,DIP-KHmaysubsequentlyrequestfor anEnglishtranslationofa 
documentorapartofadocumentifapatent familymemberinEnglishisnot available. 

 

 
 

6.3    TheEnglishtranslationofanydocumentmustbeverifiedbyatranslatororby the 
patent agentappointedtoacton behalfofthe patent applicant before DIP-KH. 

 

 
 

7 ModeofSubmission 
 

 
 

TheASPECRequestForm,the minimumdocuments,the additional 
documents,theciteddocuments,andthetranslationsareto be filedon paper via 
oneofthefollowingmodes: 

 

(i) byhand, 

(ii) post,or 

(iii)     facsimile transmission. 
 

 
 

8 Enquiries 
 

 
 

Forenquiriesrelating totheASPECprogramme, 
pleasecontactMs.NhemPhallyviatelephone(855)23 218030/ 855-12 770 738, 
oremail phally_nhem@yahoo.comor Mr. SvayRien via phone ( 855 ) 12 982 
382 email Rein-bbu@yahoo.comwith thesubjectheading “ASPEC 
Programme”. 
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